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ABSTRACT

The involvement of kindergarten teachers in observational drawings created by 4 and 5 year

old children: Focusing on speech and actions

Mutsuyo Kamiya'*

! Department of Child Studies, Faculty of Human Life Studies, University of Niigata Prefecture

* Correspondence, kamiya@unii.ac.jp

In this paper, I derived a specific aspect based on the speech and actions of kindergarten teachers during
drawing activities, and then examined the involvement teachers had in 4 and 5 year old children's expressions
through reproducible drawings (observational drawings). The results showed a relationship with the following
factors throughout the process "before the expression (the introduction), the expression and after the expression":
[Presentation of the activity's content], [Things related to tools and materials], [Means to enrich expressions],
[Showing interest and attention in the children's expression], [Responding to children who need consideration],
[Sharing each child's expression with others and appreciating it], [Accepting and understanding the children's
expressions] [Promoting them to reconsider their activities] and [Instructions for cleaning up]. Furthermore, I
found that in the background of each action, there were the following intentions: "Explaining the details and
methods for expressing activities in an easy-to-understand manner", "Promoting children to be active",
"Responding to each child in accordance with their personal situation”", "Working on the children's weakpoints
through their awareness", "Empathizing with their expressions, motivation and attitude", "Ensuring that children
can clean up afterwards", "Providing stimulus to enrich child's expression", "Sharing completed work with
other children and their teachers". In addition, it was revealed that kindergarten teachers flexibly responded in
accordance with the individual's situation both during mass activities and group activities.

At the same time, as guidance specific to the observational drawings, it was shown that kindergarten teachers
actively talked and took actions to promote children's awareness of "colors and shapes" through the observation

of real objects, and they were involved in clarifying the aspect of the objects that children were going to draw.

Keywords: Observational Drawing, Kindergarten Teachers' Involvement and Intentions, Kindergarten

Teachers' Speech and Actions, Childcare Practice Research

-14 -



