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The Rise and Fall of the Form to Denote Negative Volition

in the Dialects of Tokunoshima, Amami

s B
FUKUSHIMA Chitsuko

Recent interviews with informants led to the discovery of the
form to denote negative volition in the dialects of Tokusnoshima, Amami,
which belong to Ryukyu dialects. The form consists of an adverbial form
of a verb and a negative form of aru “exist”. Its usage is examined also
using past research data. The new sociolinguistic research provides a
glimpse of on-going change happening in the dialects of middle aged
informants and the status quo of the form.
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