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The Implications of West Balkans’ EU Accession to Regional Trade and
Domestic Reforms
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Croatia’s EU accession of July 2013 may have significant impacts on neibouring exporters
such as Bosnia and Herzegovina. Each EU member state is obliged to comply with various EU
standards based on the Acquis Communautaire. In the accession process, Croatia pursued
institutional reforms in agriculture and food sectors, among others, under the direction of
Brussels. Upon Slovenia’s EU accession in 2004, Croatia’s agricultural sector saw a same
problem as today’s Bosnia. This paper examines the negative effects of EU standards on trade
flows between Croatia (then a non-EU member) and Slovenia (EU-accessing state) with
particular reference to agricultural export from the former. The analysis implies that the EU
standards duly discourage trade flows of non-compliant agricultural and food sectors. The
implications to relatively agriculture-dependent Bosnia are significant in terms of possible
unemployment and social stability. But in the medium and longer term, the effort to comply with

the standards can pay, like Croatia.
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HIR (%) 2003 (%) 2004 (%)
Tobacco, unmanufactured; Tobacco refuse -100.0 0.0 0.0
Briquettes, lignite & peat -100.0 0.0 0.0
Iron ore & concentrates -100.0 0.0 0.0
Ores & concentrates of base metals, nes. -100.0 0.0 0.0
Coal (pulverized or not), not agglomerated -100.0 1.5 0.0
Meal & flour of wheat & flour meslin -99.6 4.5 0.0
Petroleum gases & other gaseous hydrocarbons, nes. -99.5 2.0 0.7
Aluminium ores & concentrates (including alumina) -98.2 0.0 0.0
Cereals, unmilled (other than wheat, rice, barley & maize) -98.1 5.0 0.0
Meat & edible meat offal, salted, in brine, dried or smoked -97.8 20.0 5.2
Wheat (including spelt) & meslin, unmilled -97.2 4.8 12.8
Worn clothing & other worn textile articles; rags -94.1 10.0 53
Textile fibres (not wool tops & other combed wool) & wastes -83.4 5.6 3.8
Eggs, birds', & egg yolks -82.9 5.1 0.0
Petroleum oils & oils from bituminous minerals; preparations. -79.8 0.0 0.0
Live animals -79.0 7.5 1.2
Barley, unmilled -75.7 6.4 0.0
Petroleum, petroleum products & related materials -74.9 7.7 3.9
Cheese & curd -74.1 9.0 7.7
Rice -70.7 0.0 7.7
Animal oils & fats -70.5 53 54
Maize (not including sweet corn), unmilled -67.4 5.0 0.0
Other meat & edible meat offal, fresh, chilled or frozen -62.5 12.8 6.9
Prefabricated buildings; sanitary, plumbing, heating/lighting fixtures 499 10.0 6.5
Ferrous waste & scrap; remelting scrap ingots of iron or steel 511 2.0 0.0
Cocoa powder containing added sugar or other sweetening matter 529 11.8 6.1
Synthetic fibres suitable for spinning 688 12.0 8.0
Oil-seeds/oleaginous fruits for the extraction soft fixed vegetable oils 746 4.5 1.1
Wood in chips or particles & wood waste 885 2.0 0.9
Other man-made fibres suitable for spinning; waste fibres 1,113 8.0 4.0
Furniture & parts; bedding, mattresses, cushions/stuffed furnishings 1,156 15.0 3.7
Other transport equipment 1,392 33 0.9
Leather, leather manufactures, nes., & dressed furskins 1,762 4.0 0.0
Natural gas, whether or not liquefied 2,719 2.0 0.7
Electric current 3,540 0.0 0.0
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Maize unmilled 1,633 1,394 598 1,125 713 482 534 625 186 153 5,970
Animal oils & fats 140 93 42 19 36 67 2 2

Live animals 39 16 25 6 15 11 1 262 124 1 5
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